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U.K, 


Dear Professor : 

Thanks for your letter Ceven though it bears 
the inauspicious date of October Sua Thy brother's 
birthday). is don't object to wor 4- processed letters. 

I'm not Sure what you're looking for From me, 
since you don't ask any specific questions or .vaise any 
Specific points that you want me to address. But 
“since you're an expert in Islamic studies, 1 ho 
have some fairly specific points that I'd Ike you 
to addvess. 

(ve. @...lot et people , I've been wondering Cand 
not only since Sept- 11) about the significance of 
militant Islam, and in particular about . the 
motivations of the militants. Some of the motivating 
factors Involved. are obvious: resistance To modernizatio 
religious fanaticism, the leaders! Avive for power, 
and Pee eRe At Sine. Rut the relative impor Tance of 
the various factors, and theic exact nature, has been 
very unclear To me. aoe 

The first tiring I read that seemed ts throw 
i 

oat use The work “nationalism , in quotes, because the 
phenomenon is similar t Nationalism, but differs from it 


in that if involves ideatification not with a Nation 
but with a religion- 


oz 


any vea| light on the subject was an article fa 
Time Magazine ; sane a SS ZOO! , ‘prges 70-71, titled 
Osama's Endgame. This. article seems To Show thal 
Osama. Bin Peder’ motives GA Wie Pr he may te/l 
himself about them ) are not primarily religious piet, 





ov vesistance To modernity , but..rather “nationalism 
and the drive for power, lf the 
believed , Bin Laden wants nuclear weapons and 
economic stvength for the Islamic 


Lt. Can become @ 


article can be 


world So That 
“great power." In. other words 
Bin Laden, behind a veneer of piety, just wants 
Co _play the Same 


power — game Reale ats Hae Piadie 
played almost 


since the beginning of civilization. 
TPs a... FAME that threatens to bene 
unprecedentedly Aisastvous, in 


Several respects, 
because  staTes 


Wow. have..at. theic, disposal The 
Lineveasingly horvible Tools otf modern Technology 
But T doen't know. how seriously to Take The 


a) 


Time. article , because Ute lene through yry Own 


experience that the news wedia are Sloppy in. thete 


research and do not hesitate te djstort the .truth. 


So my first question fo—De you think the 
article is voughly accurate 
Bin Laden's ae os 

Assuming ther the article 


Perueole 4s ‘te 


in its portrayal of 


is move-or-less 
Bia aden personally , tt what 


extent Can he he taken as representative of 


militant Islam as @ Si eee J Bont BAoubt that 


there are a areat many militant Mucslime a 


TTR te U si for | 


veligious belief is more impor tant than “nationalism” and 
the Arrive for worldly | power , bux I strongly 
suspect that those for whom worldly power Is 
most important will tend to dominate the movement, 
De you agree, or a 

J alse wonder about the Strength and nature 
oF the resistance thé modernity + Assuming Thal the 
article mentioned above isuidornecty ye IT .geems clea 
thar Bin Laden and his associates do not 
veject modern technology and industvialization — 
since the Islamic world could hardly become « 
Great power without them. Bin Laden et al 
vesist only the social changes thet have 
accompanied modernization , e-9:, collapse of traditional 
values, ivveligion, and unbridled hedonism. I Think 
there is Significant i aah to modern technology 
in tthe, Lslawmic world, * but my guess is that the 
forces of what I've called “nationalism” will 
easily prevail over any resistance to modern 


technology ‘ 


Do you agree with the Rerkegoing paragraph, oe en 


a 


fyis inTeresting that I've received a couple of 





postcards, unsigned but apparently, from the same 
person, bearing postage itewngs ofntne * UlAiFen Aveb 
Emirates and the words, “Eetthals. Unie Nhe «ite 
message | us 1 assume the Scales of the cards 
knew what I! stand for and meant bt express his 


Support. 


Assuming ! am wight in thinking that the 
dominant goal of militent Islam boo lgtidedsethl 
ies most is hile leaders) “s* To create an Islamic 
“great power ) ard Cones that 1% free ot the social 
changes that have accompanied Avadoed: itvtit elsewhere 
GHEY it seems to me that its project . is doomed 
te | Fail. Creation of a great power would require 
industrialization and it wowlk appear that 
Successful, ef ficient industrialization is incompatible 
with the existing culture of the Middle East. 

An attempt To industvialize that region either will 
Fail or wili lead te the same kinds of social 
changes thet have. accompanied industrialization 
elsewhere. 
Woh you Comment on the foregoing her enrapn’ 
J would also guess thal, even if the leaders weve 
to aAvop all resistance qi modernizing social changes, 
creation of a Fully - developed and efficient industria 
€conomy In the Mi rddle E astte; nae be exceectingly 
slow and AF Ficudt , ‘because the culture isn't 
amenable to if and Won't change easily. In 
particular , thiere * 75 bet enough social discipline 
there —or not enough Social discipline of the right 
ere Do you agree or disagyee 4 . 

. Even though a fully - developed industrial economy 
| Ft the Middle East Seems unlikeel y for the 
foreseeable future, I can well imagine a Middle- 
Eastern state thal as a whole is inefficient and 


backward, but in which a velatively small, elite 


- ui a 


minority creates (on a modest scale) an advanced 
industvial and technological stvuctwe within the 
more backwavd whole. May be Same of the Middle 
Eastern B states alveady are approaching ae 
condition % What do you think about this & 

kt ot Tae possible Creation of advanced industrial and 
technological Structures in the Middle Fasr worries 
me exceedingly. IT think that what the West 's 
deing with modern Technology is criminally veckless- 
But I also think that The Wiest shows move 
_self-vestraint in the use eri its (technological and 





other) power than most other cultures dor In 
other words, IJ think most other cultures that To. 
Some degree have access Tt modern Technology use 
it even move vecklessly than The West does. (Did 
you ever ask yourself whaT Some of these Thira- 
World countries are doing with uaa. alsa eaey: 
waste 2) And it seems fo me That there is more. 
_vecklessness in the Middle East than elsewhere. The 
danger lies not only in the veckless use of 
intentionall, Lestvuctive technologies such as That 
ito + nuclear weapons , but also in supposedly benign 
applications of Technologies (e.g), genetic engineering) 
that m have unanticipated, disastrous Consequences: 
What bo you think? Am J wight in believing thar 
there is a Certain kind of vecklessness in Middle~ 


Eastern cultures @ 


Twenty ~odd years ago J worked in a small 


Factory with a Man from Pakistan. He was very 


, wd I liked him very 
wet, Gear by way of @ joke he used te point @ 


intelligent, am excellent worker 


knife at me —a box ~cutter knife, a.5° 4% happeneal 
“ana Say, . IT weel kee/ vie He apparently 
did not vealize that that kind of humor was 
Not acceptable in the West. 

This is only an anecdote } bux a7 illustrates 
what I think other evidence seems to Support — 
tei eefaiddic ! Eattecn j cultasen. ctheee oils fir bess 
inhibition about Violence, killing , and Aestyuctiveness 
generall, than there is in the West. Am J 


right about this ® 
* * » 


Now let me return To your letter. Jour fourth 
paragraph is obscure To me, Do you mean that 
you formerly opposed foes ef Runes Ife bah are How 
Wore veady To accept it 2 Or vice versa® You 
indicate that the deaths at the World Trade Center 
have affected you more deeply than violent deaths 
elsewhere in the world. Is this because you see 
the WTC, pecple as more like yourself ) so That 
you Can identify more closely We, them * “bad 
ask whether that makes You a racist. Whether you 
-eall youw self Ree pect. 13 Wp To you, but persona Il, 
Hi think the leftists’ use of the word vacist is 
absurd. Jf the term is to be applied as broadly as 
the leftists apply iT, then probably 77.7% of people 
Throughout the world's history heave Geen pacists; 
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Aiso, I'm highly skeptical of the claim that “deaths 
of innocents occur every day in hundreds of 
thousand [sic] Through the depredations of 


te 


imperialism.” Where I've had opportunity to 
Compan e information From leftists with information 
from sources that I have good reason T believe 
awe reliable, I've found the leftists’ information 
to be shamelessly slanted. (Saas true of 
information fron the right.) Aud, ASSUMING that 
that statistic On Pied: of thousands of heciehs 
Were Correct, how would your leftist friends 
balance those deaths against the lives Saved by 
Western medicines and medical Technology , Western 
agricultural technology , on (Not ther { think 
that's good. IF IT coutd, 1 would eliminate a// 
advanceol Technology everywhere , including medical and 
agricul tun al Technology.) 

And why would you Wun a Suppor? Group for 
I-R-A, Prisoners * I certainly can't éGlaim TT be 
well-informed abour Northern Iveland , but From the 
little Il know jt seems To me that what is 
going on there is essentially just @ blood-~feud 
between the Catholics and the Protestaats, and I see 
ho | Vib Souk why any outsider should think that one 
side was better tnan the other, 


Sincerely yours, 
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1S SR te 0 1 rae ne interesting that you 


werked 


Hillaryl| 


wes pect 











his Campaign. C, arth . dicvesctinS capone 


ae for president, but after She Was 


| Hawes of the picture lng tatawed. Cnotccs Ol mean, I 
_ don't think any oS eee politicians ave wortha 
_damn,,, Se calidon ogee il Say A ee eRe es politician 
for an | office, ii just mean that J think he or 
ESS RE Se ae ae es a, ee ree TI 
_favove Clinton and later Obama mainly because 
— 1 figu ee eke oll hese waar ie president would be much 
more ikely than « Republican to appoint judges 


and Supweme C Opto Luastigecen ty homabiewiecs Sparel 


fos CON siittutione | vights: ae en my own 


experiences with the judicial System af know how 


tat is r Buct eae’ Ink afraid Obama 
im ed big disappointment th that 
The People he he ces appointed as Attorney 


| TIK te LYDIA Eccles aa 


y 
i} 


C 


| 
| 
| 
ome Seliciter Geneval both say they think 


yrnment Should be able te hold alleged 
ci in definitely, without trial. Of course, The 
qovevn can elaiiva that anyone iS a Tevvovist, 


and iF || theve is. no trial that all evil wes seen: 
tested. |l odin, ebiecs. the 
to eee 


the Go 


<i is la a ead 


government would. bexa a. 
| 4p anyone indefinitely. 
Thus, on the basis of Olbama's».cheices for 


Attorn y General and Solicitor General , 1 don't 
think Hhevre. is any 





reason to hope ee ey 
appoin good judges. 
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